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Riclandia is a small country in Central Europe. Historically, the country has not collected data on ethnicity. However, in response to increasing push from minority group advocates and increasing regional and global trends, the government has decided to change its policy and begin collecting ethnic data in 2022. The Riclandian Bureau of Data and Statistics (RBDS) has formed an exploratory committee to determine the best way forward.

You to have been hired on as a consultant to help facilitate this process. The RBDS has asked you to look at the various data collection models found in the European Commission Report “Data Collection in the Field of Ethnicity: Analysis and Comparative Review of Equality Data Collection Practices in the European Union” and recommend a data collection policy. Specifically, you should address all of the issues raised in the Section 5 of the report:

· Identifying key issues with data collection broadly
· Methods: How should we collect the data? 
· Challenges we might face (including, at a minimum, those listed in 5.2.1–5.2.4)
· The inclusion of minority communities in data collection
· Methods for building confidence in data collection

In developing a plan to address the issues above, you can follow practices in another country (or combine several) or come up with your own. You should also consider the various ways data may be used and contemplate how best to ensure protection and security. Finally, think about the fidelity and completeness of the data—how will we ensure the data is accurate? Who will decide categories and will these be enumerated or open? Will individuals self-identify or will we require some sort of verification? How will we encourage participation?

Regardless of where you come down on a particular matter, you will need to support your position. Responses should be 2-3 pages (total, single-spaced) and reference the relevant legal and policy instruments covered in class.


